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WHY APPLY TO THE STEM ACADEMY?
There are so many exciting reasons to apply to the Ridgefield STEM Academy!

Some of the benefits of joining the Ridgefield STEM Academy include:

• enrolling in classes that appeal to your interests
• getting a head start on your post-secondary goals (such as college or career)
• learning a lot about exciting topics in the STEM fields
• gaining an advantage over other students when applying for college
• earning college credits while in high school
• saving a lot of time and money in college
• receiving a school-issued iPad and Apple Pencil for use in STEM Academy AP courses
• being a part of a prestigious small learning community
• having the same teacher for multiple STEM classes
• developing a close-knit relationship with teachers and other students
• receiving a special distinction on your RMHS diploma at graduation



COURSE SEQUENCE

GRADE SCIENCE MATHEMATICS

9 Honors	Physics Honors	Algebra	I	or	II	*

10 Honors	Biology;	AP	Physics	1 Honors	Geometry

11 Honors	Chemistry;	AP	Biology Honors	Pre-Calculus

12 AP	Chemistry Honors/AP	Calculus

* There are two options available for students who do not take Algebra II in 9th grade:

• Students may elect to take Algebra I over the summer between 8th and 9th grade.
• Students may elect to take Algebra II over the summer between 9th and 10th grade.



ADDITIONAL STEM ELECTIVES
Students must also take 2 additional STEM-related electives at the honors or AP level
during grades 10-12. The classes that count toward this requirement are:

• AP Statistics
• AP Computer Science Principles
• AP Psychology
• AP Seminar
• AP Research
• Honors Anatomy & Physiology
• Honors Engineering by Design

Students are eligible to receive one of the three AP Scholar awards by scoring high enough
on AP exams offered through the Ridgefield STEM Academy. Additionally, students may
earn the AP Capstone Diploma if they choose to take the AP Seminar and AP Research
courses.



POTENTIAL AP CREDITS
Students in the Ridgefield STEM Academy will have the opportunity to earn AP credit for
the following courses:

• AP Physics 1 (typically 4 college credits) *
• AP Biology (typically 8 college credits) *
• AP Chemistry (typically 8 college credits) *
• AP Calculus (typically 3 college credits) *
• 2 AP Electives (typically 3 college credits each) *

By completing all of the necessary coursework in the Ridgefield STEM Academy, students
have the opportunity to earn up to 29 college credits. For comparison purposes, most
colleges and universities consider students with 30 or more credits to be a sophomore.

* Receiving AP credit is dependent on a variety of factors, including your score on the AP
exam, the college or university you are attending, and the major that you select.



APPLICATION PROCESS
Students may apply to the Ridgefield STEM Academy during their 8th grade year. The
application process will include the following components:

• application form
• teacher recommendation
• writing sample
• honors placement test scores
• transcript
• student interview

Interested in the Ridgefield STEM Academy? APPLY NOW!

If you have any questions regarding the application process, please contact:

Michael A. Zunick
K-12 Department Chair – STEM

mzunick@ridgefieldschools.com



LINK TO APPLICATION
The application to the Ridgefield STEM Academy may be found at the following link:

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe0_cvzE6gS0bVm1jc5Ktq6lejJCfgIKlfJ9Qq
T8LfOLMW9Ow/viewform

After applying, you will be contacted with instructions on how to complete the remaining
parts of the application (writing sample, honors placement tests, and student interview).

The application is due on Monday, April 19th @ 8:00 AM.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe0_cvzE6gS0bVm1jc5Ktq6lejJCfgIKlfJ9QqT8LfOLMW9Ow/viewform


REMOVAL FROM STEM ACADEMY
The expectations for students in the Ridgefield STEM Academy are the same as those
outlined in the Ridgefield Public Schools regulation 2464 entitled “Gifted and Talented
Pupils”. Students who cannot maintain an 80 average in the honors and AP classes will be
removed from the Ridgefield STEM Academy. In addition, students who demonstrate a lack
of academic integrity (ie: cheating) will be removed from the program.



CONCLUSION
Over the past decade, the STEM department at RMHS has improved in ways; our high school
offerings have grown and modernized a lot! Some of those accomplishments include:

• rebuilding our aging science labs
• purchasing modern equipment for the classrooms
• implementing a 1:1 iPad program for certain AP classes, including the STEM Academy
• transitioning to a “physics-first” course sequence
• developing a policy and protocol for placement in honors and AP courses
• greatly expanding the AP course offerings in the STEM department

The Ridgefield STEM Academy is the natural continuation of our progress. This new program
offers students an opportunity to explore their interests while staying in-district for high
school. I am already quite proud of the changes to the STEM department over the past decade
and am excited to see our improvement continue.

On behalf of the RMHS administration and the STEM department, I eagerly look forward to
welcoming the first class of freshmen to the Ridgefield STEM Academy!



For more information, please contact: 
Michael A. Zunick

K-12 Department Chair – STEM
mzunick@ridgefieldschools.com
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